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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. AppUcant's submission filed on November 25, 2005 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed November 25, 2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive; although. Applicant's arguments with respect to Claims 1 - 5, 7, 9, and 66 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Claims 41 and 42 

3. Initially, Applicant somehow contends that Claim 41/42 requires therein, "a direction of 
inclination of the display screen is varied depending upon the desired function corresponding to 
the switch being pressed." Then, AppUcant argues that in Ohishi, "the operation of the buttons is 
independent of the incUnation of the monitor screen rather 'under a condition' that the monitor 
screen is inclined." 

4. The Examiner respectfully disagrees with AppUcant's position regarding the claim 
language and Ohishi. First, a portion of Claim 41/42 recites, "when one of the plurality of 
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switches of the switch unit is pressed, the pressed switch functions under a condition that the 
corresponding display screen is inclined." In other words, the recited portion of Claim 41 simply 
requires that the pressed switch may be permitted to function when the display screen is inclined. 
Second, in the Office Action (August 25, 2005), the Examiner pointed out that in column 8 (lines 
1 - 65), Ohishi "details each of the functions of the buttons (1 la - 1 Ih) and gives numerous 
advantages of specific button placement and button operation with respect to the inclination of 
the monitor screen (3), including the advantage of 'reduces fatigue of the user'," Third, Ohishi 
even indicates, in column 8 (lines 55 - 57), that the camera may be operated using either the 
finder (12) or the monitor screen (3). Thus, AppUcant's arguments that "the operation of the 
buttons is independent of the inclination of the monitor screen" is completely erroneous. In fact, 
Ohishi discloses that the buttons (1 la - 1 Ih) may be permitted to function when the display 
screen is inclined, as required by the recited portion of Claim 41/42, 

Claim 52 

5. Applicant initially comments, "that the 'softkeys' 910a-910d are within the 288x196 
pixel that allegedly corresponds to the first display unit . . . Therefore, they are not in the vicinity 
of at an outer periphery of a display of the first display unit as set forth in claim 52," 

6. The Examiner respectfully disagrees with this position. The amended claim recites 
therein, "an input unit including ... a plurality of switches arranged in the vicinity of an outer 
periphery of a display of the fu-st display unit," 

7. In the Final Office Action (mailed August 25, 2005), the Examiner mainly relied upon 
Anderson's figure 9D to show that the input unit ("Application Graphics Area") included a 
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plurality of switches (Switches 910a - 910c). The Examiner additionally notes that Anderson 
also shows that the plurality of switches (Switches 910a - 910c) are arranged in the vicinity of an 
outer periphery of the display of the first display unit ("Application Graphics Area") at least for 
the reason that "vicinity of an outer periphery of a display of the first display unit" is written 
broadly enough such that it allows for the plurality of switches to either be included as part of the 
first display part or excluded from the first display part. In other words, "vicinity of an outer 
periphery" is relative to the boundaries of the first display part, wherein the claim language does 
not specify such boundaries. Thus, Anderson remains appHcable to at least this portion of the 
claim language. 

8. Applicant additionally comments, "since the 320 x 240 pixel area (the alleged second 
display unit) includes the 288 x 196 pixel area (the alleged first display unit), Anderson does not 
disclose or suggest that the first display unit and the second display unit are disposed on different 
places, respectively, on the capturing apparatus as set forth in claim 52." 

9. The Examiner respectfully disagrees with this position. The amended claim fiirther 
recites therein, "wherein the first display unit and the second display unit are disposed on 
different places, respectively, on the capturing apparatus " 

10. In the Final Office Action, the Examiner mainly relied upon Anderson's figure 9D to 
show that an input unit ("Application Graphics Area") including a first display unit (area 
corresponding to 288 X 196) and a second display unit ("Sofl;key Label Area" and "Applications 
Graphics Area" combined; 320 X 240). Also, in the Final Office Action, the Examiner noted 
that Applicant had not distinguished between the first and second display units physically and 
that they have only been distinguished by an assigned label. As noted above, the claim now 
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differentiates between the first and second display units by requiring that they be disposed on 
different places on the capturing apparatus. 

1 1 . The Examiner further notes Anderson continues to anticipate at least this portion of the 
claim language for the reason the second display unit ("Soflkey Label Area" and "Applications 
Graphic Area" combined) is larger and fully physically incorporates the first display unit 
("Applications Graphics Area"). Since the second display unit is not physically identical to the 
first display unit it cannot possibly be disposed on the same place on the capturing apparatus as 
the first display unit. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

12. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of apphcation for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another fded 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

13. Claims 41, 42, 48. 50. 63 and 64 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Ohishi et al. 

14. For Claim 41, Ohishi et al. disclose, as shown figure 11, a capturing apparatus (1) for 
capturing an image, comprising: 

a display part (3) arranged to have a display screen (3) inclined with respect to a plane of 
a body face (the plane of first housing 2) of said capturing apparatus (1); and 
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a switch unit (11) including a plurality of switches (1 la - 1 Ih) arranged in surroundings 
of said display part (3), 

wherein, when one of the plurality of switches of the switch unit is pressed, the pressed 
switch functions under a condition that the corresponding display screen is inclined (see detailed 
explanation below). 

Ohishi states, in column 7 (Unes 50 - 53), "of the three operating portions 11, two are 
required for videoing and are mounted on the upper surfaces of the third and fourth housings 9 
and 10, respectively." Furthermore, in column 8 (lines 1 - 65), Ohishi details each of the 
functions of the buttons (11a - 1 Ih) and gives numerous advantages of specific button placement 
and button operation with respect to the inclination of the monitor screen (3), including the 
advantage of "reduces fatigue of the user". The above teachings of Ohishi are a clear indication 
that pressing the buttons 1 la-1 Ih on operating panel 1 1 and the inclination of the monitor screen 
3 are interrelated; hence, Ohishi does in fact disclose when one of the buttons is pressed, the 
button fianctions under a condition corresponding to the inclination of the monitor screen. 
15. For Claim 42, Ohishi et al. disclose, as shown figure 1 1 and as stated in column 6 (lines 
64 - 67), a capturing apparatus (1) for capturing an image, comprising: 

a display part (3) comprising a display screen (3); and 

a switch unit (11) including at least one switch (1 li - 1 Ip) arranged in surroundings 
(surrounding the bottom of the display part 3) of said display part (3), said switch unit (11) being 
inclined with respect to a plane of a body face (first housing 2) of the capturing apparatus (1), 
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wherein, when one of the plurality of switches of the switch unit is pressed, the pressed 
switch functions under a condition that the corresponding display screen is inclined (see detailed 
explanation below). 

Ohishi states, in column 7 (lines 50 - 53), "of the three operating portions 1 1, two are 
required for videoing and are mounted on the upper surfaces of the third and fourth housings 9 
and 10, respectively." Furthermore, in column 8 (lines 1 - 65), Ohishi details each of the 
functions of the buttons (11a - 11 h) and gives numerous advantages of specific button placement 
and button operation with respect to the inclination of the monitor screen (3), including the 
advantage of "reduces fatigue of the user". The above teachings of Ohishi are a clear indication 
that pressing the buttons 1 la-1 Ih on operating panel 1 1 and the inclination of the monitor screen 
3 are interrelated; hence, Ohishi does in fact disclose when one of the buttons is pressed, the 
button functions under a condition corresponding to the inclination of the monitor screen. 

16. As for Claim 48, Ohishi et al. disclose, as shown in figure 1 1, wherein an input unit 

(1 lo) is arranged on an upper-right side of a center (approximately at the location of switches 111 
and 11m) of a face (first housing face 2) of said capturing apparatus (1) that faces a user when 
being used (first housing is the rear face of the capturing apparatus, see figure 15). 

17. As for Claim 50, Ohishi et al. disclose, as stated in column 10 (lines 15 - 20), wherein 
said display part (3) have at least one of a function of displaying information related to fonctions 
assigned to said switches in the vicinity of said display respectively corresponding to said 
switches and a function of displaying information related to an operation state of said capturing 
apparatus (The display part 3 displays captured images in recording operation state.). 
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18. As for Claims 63 and 64, Ohishi et al. disclose, as stated in column 8 (lines 1 - 8), 
wherein at least one switch (lid) of the switch unit (1 1) is provided for performing zooming 
during videoing. Hence, the display part (3) is arranged to display information (a zoomed 
image) related to an operation state (videoing operation) of an apparatus (video camera 1) used 
together with the switch unit (11), and wherein the information displayed (zoomed image) on the 
display part (3) indicates a fiinction (zoom function) of the switch unit (at least switch 1 Id). 

19. Claims 52, 53, 55, 56 and 65 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Anderson. 

20. For Claim 52, Anderson discloses, as shown in figures 3, 8, and 9D and as stated in 
column 1 1 (line 34) - column 12 (line 58), a capturing apparatus (810) for capturing an image, 
comprising: 

an input unit ("Application Graphics Area") including a first display unit (area 
corresponding 288 X 196) operable to display a first displayed information (Application 
Graphics) and a plurality of switches (Switches 910a - 910c) arranged in the vicinity of an outer 
periphery of a display of the first display unit (see first of three items below for explanation) to 
form at least one pair (Up/Down/Left/Right), said switches of each of said at least one pair being 
opposed to each other with said first display unit sandwiched therebetween (Figure 9D clearly 
shows how the display area is sandwiched between the switches 910a - 910d,); and 

a second display unit ("Softkey Label Area" and "Applications Graphic Area" combined; 
320 X 240; it is important to note that Applicant does not distinguish between the first and 
second display physically, only by an assigned label), 
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wherein said first displayed information includes information indicating functions 
assigned to said plurality of switches (The arrows assigned to the switches indicate 
up/down/left/right cycling/scrolling functions of the switches.), and a means is provided for 
incorporating at least a part of said first displayed information, including said functions, into said 
second display unit (The switches in the "Applications Graphics Area" is incorporated into the 
second display unit, which corresponds to the combined "Soflkey Label Area" and "Applications 
Graphic Area" display area.), 

wherein said at least one pair of switches are mechanical switches (see second of three 
items below for explanation), and 

wherein the first display unit and the second display unit are disposed on different places, 
respectively, on the capturing apparatus (see third of three items below for explanation.). 

1) As stated above, Anderson's figure 9D shows that the input unit ("Application 
Graphics Area") included a plurality of switches (Switches 910a - 910c). The Examiner 
additionally notes that Anderson also shows that the plurality of switches (Switches 910a - 910c) 
are arranged in the vicinity of an outer periphery of the display of the first display unit 
("Application Graphics Area") at least for the reason that "vicinity of an outer periphery of a 
display of the first display unit" is written broadly enough such that it allows for the plurality of 
switches to either be included as part of the first display part or excluded from the first display 
part. In other words, "vicinity of an outer periphery" is relative to the boundaries of the first 
display part, wherein the claim language does not specify such boundaries. 

2) Anderson indicates that the switches (910a - 910d) are to be pressed by a user via the 
touch-screen (800; see column 11, lines 40 - 62). In other words, the switches (910a - 910d) are 
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not activated by a mouse or any other software-based pointing device; hence, the switches (910a 
- 910d) are in fact mechanical switches and not electronic switches as alleged by Applicant. 

3) As stated above, Anderson's figure 9D shows that an input unit ("Application 
Graphics Area") including a first display unit (area corresponding to 288 X 196) and a second 
display unit ("Softkey Label Area" and "Applications Graphics Area" combined; 320 X 240). 
Also, in the Final Office Action, the Examiner noted that Applicant had not distinguished 
between the first and second display units physically and that they have only been distinguished 
by an assigned label. As noted above, the claim now differentiates between the first and second 
display units by requiring that they be disposed on different places on the capturing apparatus. 

The Examiner further notes Anderson continues to anticipate at least this portion of the 
claim language for the reason the second display unit ("Softkey Label Area" and "Applications 
Graphic Area" combined) is larger and fiilly physically incorporates the first display unit 
("Applications Graphics Area"). Since the second display unit is not physically identical to the 
first display unit it cannot possibly be disposed on the same place on the capturing apparatus as 
the first display unit. 

21. As for Claim 53, the claim language requires therein wherein said input unit is arranged 
on an upper-right side of a center of a face of said capturing apparatus that faces a user when said 
capturing apparatus is used. This limitation is written broadly enough that the input unit is not 
required to be arranged ONLY on an upper-right side but that it can be arranged on other sides 
including an upper-right side. If an input unit is arranged such that it is on all sides of a center of 
a face of said capturing apparatus that faces a user when said capturing apparatus is used, then 
the input unit satisfies the limitation. 
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Anderson discloses, as shown in figures 8 and 9D, the input unit ("Applications Graphics 
Area") is arranged such that it is on all sides of a center of a face of said capturing apparatus that 
faces a user when said capturing apparatus is used. 

Furthermore, Anderson discloses wherein said second display unit ("Softkey Label Area" 
and "Applications Graphic Area" combined; 320 X 240) is arranged to display said first display 
information (Application Graphics) when one of said switches arranged at an upper position of a 
left position with respect to said first display is operated (When the switches are operated, they 
are displayed in an opaque state, see column 12, lines 35 - 58.). 

22. As for Claim 55, Anderson discloses, as shown in figure 9D, wherein said switches 
(910a - 910d) are arranged approximately at an upper position (910a), a lower position (910c), a 
right position (910b) and a left position (910d) with respect to said first display unit 
("Applications Graphics Area"). 

23. As for Claim 56, Anderson discloses, as shown in figures 8 and 9D, wherein said input 
unit and said second display unit are arranged on the same plane of a body face of said capturing 
apparatus (back of camera facing the user), 

24. As for Claim 65, Anderson discloses, as shown in figures 9C and 9D, a body (touch 
screen 800) on which the first display unit (portion corresponding to 228 X 196) and the second 
display unit (Softkey Label Area) are arranged independently (Anderson expUcitly shows that 
the second display unit is in the "Border Area" of the first display unit.) 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
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25. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this tide, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

26. Claims 1 - 5, 7. and 66 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hirose et al. in view of Swayze. 

27. For Claim 1, Hirose et al. disclose, as shown in figures 3-5 and 8-10 and as stated in 
columns 2 (lines 32-51 and 60 - 65), 3 (lines 58 - 65), and 4 (lines 4 - 56), an input unit 
comprising: 

an instruction input unit (design display portion 14 @ "approximate central portion") 
including a display part (LCD 17), a posture of said instruction input unit (design display portion 
14) capable of being displaced (in a downward fashion as indicated in column 3, lines 1 - 33) by 
a pressure appUed to a first face (design display portion 14) thereof including a display screen 
(LCD 17) of said display part (LCD 17); 

a switch pressing unit (display surface 13 @ peripheral portions "surrounding the design 
display portion 14") provided in the vicinity of an outer periphery of a face (display surface 13 
other than said first face (design display portion 14) of said instruction input unit (design display 
portion 14), said switch pressing unit (display surface 13) being capable of being displaced in 
accordance with the displacement of the instruction input unit (in a downward fashion as 
indicated in column 3, lines 1 - 33); and 

a switch part (plunger 29; projecting shaft 31; operating shaft 34; and switch body 32) 
arranged to work by being pressed by said switch pressing unit (display surface 13), 
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wherein said display part is arranged to display information related to an operation state 
of an apparatus used together with said input unit (see 1^* detailed explanation paragraph below), 
and 

wherein the information displayed on said display part indicates a fijnction of the switch 
pressing unit (see 2nd detailed explanation paragraph below). 

1) Hirose et al. provides a push-button input unit comprising a central display portion 
(14) and a peripheral portion (14) surrounding the central display portion (14), wherein pressure 
applied to either the central display portion (14) and/or the peripheral portion (13) will cause the 
downwardly projecting shaft (3 1) of the plunger (29) to connect with lead-out terminals within 
the operating shaft (34) of the switch body (32). Therefore, the switch pressing unit (13) is 
displaced in accordance with the instruction input unit (14). Hence, Hirose et al. disclose, as 
shown in figures 8-10 and as stated in column 4 (lines 4 - 56), wherein said display part (LCD 
17) is arranged to display information related to an operation state of an apparatus (e.g. 
keyboard) used together with said input unit. Also, the hooked-shaped display portions (15) 
provided in the switch pressing unit (13) and the display (17) provided in the instruction input 
unit (14) are operable to represent various modes (see figures 8 - 10) by displaying a plurality of 
fiinctions (see "the advantages" in column 4). 

2) Hirose et al. disclose in column 3 (lines 36 - 65), "the design display portion 14 can 
present ... a display of a plurality of fiinctions . . . from an external unit ... a display for selecting 
a plurality of loads ... and a display conforming to a mode." The above teaching of Hirose et al. 
are a clear indication that the display portion (14) of the switch (1 1) is displaying information 
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relating to a function of the switch (11); hence, Hirose et al. do in fact disclose displaying of 
information indicating the function of the switch. 

While Hirose et al. disclose a switch part including a plunger (29), a projecting shaft (3 1), 
an operating shaft (34), and a switch body (32), as shown in figure 4; Hirose et al. do not disclose 
wherein said switch part includes a plurality of switches each respective switch having a 
different function. 

In analogous art, Swayze also disclose an input unit comprising an instruction input unit 
and a switch part. More specifically, Swayze teach, as shown in figure 2 and 4 and as stated in 
columns 5 (lines 54 - 67) and 6 (lines 1 - 9), a switch part (four-way directional interface 70) 
including a plurality of switches (128, 130, 132, and 134) with each respective switch having a 
different function (see column 4, lines 30-46, and column 5, lines 27 - 42). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary 
skill in the art to have included the four-way directional switch part teaching of Swayze, in the 
instruction input unit disclosed by Hirose et al., for the advantage of integrating mode selection 
into a single control presentation that intuitively allows the user to cycle through available 
choices and options with a minimum of hassle (see Swayze; column 2, Unes 57-63). 
28. As for Claim 2, Hirose et al. disclose wherein said instruction input unit (13) presses said 
switch part (plunger 29; projecting shaft 31; operating shaft 34; and switch body 32) via said 
switch pressing unit (display surface 13) by being displaced around a position in the vicinity of a 
center of gravity thereof as a displacement center in a direction perpendicular to a face on which 
said switch part is provided. 
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The switch part (plunger 29; projecting shaft 31; operating shaft 34; and switch body 32), 
the instruction input unit (14) and the switch pressing unit (13) lie within a plane(s) parallel to 
the plane of which the display (17) resides, as shown clearly in figure 4. The displacement 
center corresponds to the center of gravity of the instruction input unit (13), the switch pressing 
unit (14), and the switch part (plunger 29; projecting shaft 31; operating shaft 34; and switch 
body 32) such that the displacement direction is perpendicular to the instruction input unit (13) 
plane, the switch pressing unit (14) plane; and the switch part (plunger 29; projecting shaft 31; 
operating shaft 34; and switch body 32) plane. In other words, the displacement corresponds to 
an up and down displacement and not a lateral displacement. 

29. As for Claim 66, Swayze teach, as shown in figure 2 and 4 and as stated in columns 5 
(lines 54 - 67) and 6 (lines 1 - 9), a switch part (four-way directional interface 70) includes 
switches (128, 130, 132, and 134) arranged to form at least one pair (up/down 132/134 and 
left/right 128/130), said switches (128 - 134) of each of said at least one pair being opposed to 
each other with said displacement center (90) sandwiched therebetween. Further, Swayze teach 
that the switch part (70) is configured to pivot around said displacement center when pressed. 

30. As for Claim 3, Swayze teach, as shown in figure 2 and 4 and as stated in columns 5 
(lines 54 - 67) and 6 (Unes 1 - 9), a switch part (four-way directional interface 70) includes 
switches (128, 130, 132, and 134) arranged to form at least one pair (up/down 132/134 and 
left/right 128/130), said switches (128 - 134) of each of said at least one pair being opposed to 
each other with said displacement center (90) sandwiched therebetween. 

31. As for Claim 4, Swayze teach, as shown in figure 2 and 4 and as stated in columns 5 
(lines 54 - 67) and 6 (lines 1 - 9), a switch part (four-way directional interface 70) includes 
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switches (128, 130, 132, and 134) arranged substantially at an upper position (132), a lower 
position (134), a right position (130) and a left position (128) with respect to a displacement 
center (90). 

32. As for Claim 5, Hirose et al. disclose, as shown in figures 8-10 and as stated in column 
4 (lines 4 - 56), wherein said display part (LCD 17) is arranged to display information related to 
functions assigned to switches included in said switch part in the vicinity of said switches, 
respectively. 

The hooked-shaped display portions (15) provided in the switch pressing unit (13) and 
the display (17) provided in the instruction input unit (14) are operable to represent various 
modes (see figures 8 - 10) by displaying a plurality of functions (see "the advantages" in column 
4). 

33. As for Claim 7, Hirose et al. disclose, as shown in figures 8-10 and as stated in columns 
2 (lines 43 - 46) and 4 (lines 4 - 56), wherein said display part (LCD 17) is arranged to display 
one of a plurality of background colors that is determined in accordance with an operation state 
of an apparatus (e.g. keyboard) used together with said input unit. 

The hooked-shaped display portions (15) provided in the switch pressing unit (13) and 
the display (17) provided in the instruction input unit (14) are operable to represent various 
modes (see figures 8 - 10) by displaying a plurality of functions (see "the advantages" in column 
4). 



34. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Swayze in 
view of Hirose et al. 
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35. For Claim 9, Swayze discloses, as shown in figure 2-4 and as stated in columns 4 (lines 
30 - 46), 5 (lines 27 - 42 and lines 54 - 67), and 6 (lines 1 - 9), a digital camera (40), 
comprising: 

an image capturing unit (44); 

a controlling unit (62) that controls the image capturing unit (44); 

a processing circuit (62) that processes signals from the image capturing unit (44); 

a display unit (60); and 

an operating unit (70) that accepts user input and includes an input unit (78), said input 
unit (78) comprising: 

an instruction input unit (78), a posture of said instruction input unit capable of 
being displaced by a pressure appUed to a first face (78) thereof (see figure 4); 

a switch pressing unit (72) provided in the vicinity of an outer periphery of a face 
(82) other than a first face (78) of said instruction input unit (78), said switch pressing unit being 
capable of being displaced in accordance with the displacement of the instruction input unit (see 
column 4, lines 30 - 46); 

a switch part (86) arranged to work by being pressed by said switch pressing unit 

(72). 

However, Swayze does not disclose wherein the instruction input unit includes a display 
part, wherein the first face of the instruction input unit includes a display screen of the display 
part, wherein said display part is arranged to display information related to an operation state of 
an apparatus used together with said input unit, and wherein the information displayed on said 
display part indicates a function of the respective switch pressed by the switch pressing unit. 
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On the other hand and in analogous art, Hirose et al. also disclose a novel input unit for 
use in an electronic device. More specifically, Hirose et al. teach, as shown in figures 3-5 and 
8-10 and as stated in columns 2 (lines 32-51 and 60 - 65), 3 (Unes 58 - 65), and 4 (lines 4 - 
56), an input unit with an instruction input unit (design display portion 14 @ "approximate 
central portion") including a display part (LCD 17) and a first face (design display portion 14) 
thereof, wherein said first face includes a display screen (LCD 17) of said display part (LCD 17). 
Hirose et al. further teach a switch part (plunger 29; projecting shaft 31; operating shaft 34; and 
switch body 32), of a switch pressing unit (display surface 13), arranged to work by being 
pressed by said switch pressing unit (display surface 13). Finally, Hirose et al. teach wherein 
said display part is arranged to display information related to an operation state of an apparatus 
used together with said input unit (see 1^ detailed explanation paragraph below) and wherein the 
information displayed on said display part indicates a fiinction of the switch pressing unit (see 
2nd detailed explanation paragraph below). 

1) Hirose et al provides a push-button input unit comprising a central display portion 
(14) and a peripheral portion (14) surrounding the central display portion (14), wherein pressure 
appUed to either the central display portion (14) and/or the peripheral portion (13) will cause the 
downwardly projecting shaft (3 1) of the plunger (29) to connect with lead-out terminals within 
the operating shaft (34) of the switch body (32). Therefore, the switch pressing unit (13) is 
displaced in accordance with the instruction input unit (14). Hence, Hirose et al, disclose, as 
shown in figures 8-10 and as stated in column 4 (lines 4 - 56), wherein said display part (LCD 
17) is arranged to display information related to an operation state of an apparatus (e.g. 
keyboard) used together with said input unit. Also, the hooked-shaped display portions (15) 
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provided in the switch pressing unit (13) and the display (17) provided in the instruction input 
unit (14) are operable to represent various modes (see figures 8 - 10) by displaying a plurality of 
functions (see "the advantages" in column 4). 

2) Hirose et al. disclose in column 3 (lines 36 - 65), "the design display portion 14 can 
present ... a display of a plurality of functions . , . from an external unit ... a display for selecting 
a plurality of loads . . . and a display conforming to a mode." The above teaching of Hirose et al. 
are a clear indication that the display portion (14) of the switch (1 1) is displaying information 
relating to a Sanction of the switch (11); hence, Hirose et al. do in fact disclose displaying of 
information indicating the function of the switch. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary 
skill in the art to have included an instruction input unit that includes a display part, wherein the 
first face of the instruction input unit includes a display screen of the display part, wherein said 
display part is arranged to display information related to an operation state of an apparatus used 
together with said input unit, and wherein the information displayed on said display part 
indicates a function of the respective switch pressed by the switch pressing unit, as taught by 
Hirose et al., in the instruction input unit, disclosed by Swayze, for the advantage of providing an 
input unit that is readily distinguished in natural light environments (see Hirose et al.; column 1, 
lines 50 - 66). 



36. Claim 51 is rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ohishi et al. 
in view of Hirose et al. 
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37. As for Claim 51, while Ohishi et al. disclose an image capturing apparatus (1) including 
a display part (3) and various modes of operation including a recording mode and reproduction 
mode (see column 10, lines 15 - 29) wherein images are displayed on the display part (3); Ohishi 
et al. do not disclose wherein the display part (3), during various operating modes, selects a 
background color for display from a plurality of background colors. 

On the other hand, Hirose et al. also disclose an apparatus comprising a display part. 
More specifically, Hirose et al. teach, as shown in figures 4, 5, and 8-10 and as stated in 
columns 2 (lines 43 - 46) and 4 (Unes 4 - 56), wherein the display part (3) selects a background 
color for display corresponding to a particular operating mode of the apparatus. 
As stated in column 1 (lines 60 - 65), at the time the invention was made, it would have been 
obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to have included the selected background color 
display part teaching of Hirose et al. in the image capturing apparatus with display part disclosed 
by Ohishi et al. for the advantage of providing a distinguishable display even in all lighting 
conditions in all environments. 



Conclusion 

38. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Justin P Misleh whose telephone number is 571.272.7313. The 
Examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, David L Ometz can be reached on 571.272.7593. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this appUcation or proceeding is assigned is 571.273.3000. 

Information regarding the status of an appUcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



JPM 

March 15, 2006 
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